Procedure
Mr. Kletke will visit a local grocery store asking the produce manager to bring out a new box of bananas.  We will assume that all the bananas in that box were harvested from the same tree at the same time.  He will be careful not to damage the herbs in any way transporting them to school.  At school each group will take 5 bananas.  One will be put one into a quart size ziploc type bag and sealed.   Another will be put into a gallon size ziploc bag and sealed.  Another will be put into a produce bag with a twist tie used to seal it.  Yet another will be placed into a large grocery paper bag.  The grocery bag will have a peep hole created in order to be able to view the stages of ripeness without opening the bag.  The paper bag will be loosely folded at the top to close it.  The fifth banana will be left in the open. 

Each banana will be given a number for easy identification. 

Banana #1 – Banana left in the open 

Banana #2 – Banana in sealed quart size Ziploc type bag 

Banana #3 – Banana in sealed gallon size Ziploc type bag 

Banana #4 – Banana in produce bag sealed with a twist tie 

Banana #5 – Banana in the paper grocery sack loosely sealed at top 

Bananas will be placed in each bag by a student using gloves.  While we as a group do not necessarily believe and we found no research to indicate that handling the banana with our bare hands would have an impact in the ripening process, we want to eliminate that possibility. A chart will be used each day to record our observations (please see attached document).  The chart will use  these categories: 
All Green 

Mostly Green 

½ Green ½ Yellow 

Mostly Yellow 

All Yellow 

Yellow with brown spots beginning to show 

½ Yellow ½ Brown 

Mostly Brown 

All Brown 
A photograph will be taken each day to substantiate our observations. No banana will be “handled” during the experiment.   Class students will be divided into 5 groups.  Each group will conduct the identical experiment described here.   Experiment will begin on Monday, January 14, 2013 and will conclude once a banana reaches the “All Brown” status.

